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all its aspects was enlisted in the cause of international Communism and
the India-Soviet Culture Society provided a happy background for
Communists, fellow-travellers and innocents. Highbrow films, artistic
delegations and peace gatherings all tended to the same purpose. Students
were an easy prey and the widespread and alarming decline of discipline
in some Indian universities is undoubtedly due in part to Communist
influence.
Two areas which received special attention from the Communists in
this period were Calcutta and the State of Travancore-Cochin. Calcutta
requires little discussion. The Bengali, for whom the writer has a special
affection, is emotional and volatile and the same qualities which made him
a natural terrorist in the thirties, commend him to the Communists today.
The terrifying problems of middle class unemployment and the refugees
have created deep-seated discontent, of which the Communists can make
use. In rural West Bengal on the other hand the Congress still have a
strong hold and most competent observers believe that at the next
election, while the Communists may capture most of the seats in the
industrial areas round Calcutta, West Bengal as a whole will continue to
support the Congress.
Travancore-Cochin is of particular interest in our story. As the writer
has stated elsewhere* *a progressive education policy followed for a long
time in the State of Travancore has produced a large middle class for
whom no suitable employment is available. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ayer,
the well-known Dewan of Travancore, used to boast that in his State the
bus drivers were graduates. Unfortunately, this also meant that graduates
had to be bus drivers and discontent was the inevitable result.* These
conditions enabled the Congress Socialist Party to establish a strong hold
in Travancore in the thirties. When the Communists were invited into
the Congress Socialist Party from 1937 onwards, they soon captured it
in this area and on their expulsion some years later, took the Party machine
with them.
In 1949 the two states of Travancore and Cochin were united and
apart from the factor just described, the new State had another special
attraction for the Communists. It was an area of great communal tension.
Racial hostilities between Tamils and Malayalis, and religious antagonism
between the Hindus and the Christians, who were numerous in some dis-
tricts, were only too obvious a feature of Travancore. Nobody knew
belter than the Communists how to exploit such divisions.
When the general elections took place in 1951-2 the Communist Party
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